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INFORMATION

The  wo r k s  o f  J apan ’ s  y oung  gene r a t i o n  o f  c on t empo ra r y  a r t i s t s  s how  a  p r om inen t  t r end  t owa rd  u s i n g  

t he  subcu l t u r e ,  s u ch  a s  an ima t i on ,  manga ,  v i d eo  games ,  and  pop  cu l t u r e  i d o l s ,  a s  t he i r  s ou r ce  o f  

c r ea t i v i t y  r a t he r  t h an  a r t  h i s t o r y .  Th i s  a l s o  s i gn i fies  t ha t  e ven  a f t e r  t h e  3 . 1 1  ea r t hquake  d i s a s t e r  t h e  

y oung  a r t i s t s  and  t he  v i ewe r s  a r e  u s i n g  a  fi c t i ona l  e x i s t ence  un r e l a t ed  t o  a c t ua l  po l i t i c s  o r  r e l i g i on  a s  

a  me t apho r  f o r  e xp r e s s i n g  t he i r  f e e l i n g s  and  v o l i t i o n .  The  pa i n t i n g  o f  un r ea l i t y  and  fic t i ona l  c ha r a c t e r s  

i t s e l f  c an  p r obab l y  a l s o  be  s een  i n  t he  c l a s s i c a l  a r t s .  Howeve r ,  t h e  fic t i ona l  human  image  e xp r e s sed  

b y  t h i s  g ene r a t i o n ,  wh i ch  does  no t  ha ve  an  i d eo l o g y  l i k e  Ma r x i sm  as  a  c ommon  l anguage ,  i s  f u l l  o f  

eupho r i a  and  t hus  mo re  o f t en  t han  no t  i s  d i f f e r en t  f r om  t he  fic t i ona l  human  image  pa i n t ed  b y  t he  

a van t - ga r de  a r t i s t s  who  e xpe r i enced  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I  a nd  pa i n t  f o r  t h e  pu r pose  o f  po l i t i c a l  s a t i r e  o r  t o  

e xp r e s s  despa i r  n o t  po s s i b l e  u s i n g  r e a l i sm .  The r e f o r e ,  t h i s  e xh i b i t  ques t i on s  t he  t r an s f o rma t i on  o f  t h e  

human  image  i n  J apanese  con t empo ra r y  a r t  b y  c ompa r i n g  t he  wo r k s  o f  H i r o sh i  Nakamu ra（1932‒ )  and  

Tam i j i  K i t a gawa（1894‒1989 )  f r om  t he  gene r a t i o n  t ha t  e xpe r i enced  wa r,  w i t h  t he  wo r k s  o f  J ohn  Ha th -

way,  Nemu  Yumem i ,  Te t su t a r o  Kama tan i ,  Masa ru ,  Ka t suko  I s h i g ak i  f r om  t he  gene r a t i o n  t ha t  ha s  g r own  

up  i n  a  peace f u l  J apan  w i t hou t  d i r e c t l y  e xpe r i enc i n g  wa r .  I n  o t he r  wo rd s ,  t h e  e xh i b i t  p o r t r a y s  t he  

human  image  e xp r e s sed  b y  t he  y oung  gene r a t i o n  t ha t  i s  d i v o r c ed  f r om  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  a nd  r e l i g i on  a s  

t he  image  o f  t h e  N i e t z s che ' s  “ Las t  Man”  a t  t h e  end  o f  h i s t o r y  who  s t r u gg l e s  aga i n s t  no t h i n g ,  f e e l i n g  

no  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o r  t h e  "Pos t human"  who  e xpe r i ence  t he  l o s s  o f  t r ad i t i o na l  v a l ue s  i n  t he  age  o f  

h ype r cap i t a l i sm  and  democ r a c y  w i t hou t  i n d i v i dua l i sm  i n  J apan .
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